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ALPHONSINE D'ARGENNES ;. 


OR, 


THE VICTIM OF AMBITION. 
In Continuation. 


“IT seems, that the ambition of 
your parents, their reprehensible 
pride, have been the cause of their 
keeping you from them. You are 
probably ignorant tliat you have a 
brother, and that it is for him you 
are sacrificed; to add to the 
splendour of the rank he is to hold 
inthe world, it was necessary to 


deprive you of that which you || 


were entitled.”——“ I understand 
you perfectly, madam,” said Al- 
phonsine, “ I have long suspected 
their intentions : perhaps you may 
have perceived that I was resign- 
ed to my fate. But wherefore, 
then, my dear madam, was I al- 
lowed ever to mix in society, since 
I am condemned to lead a seclud- 
ed life ? Why does my kind bene- 
factress wish me once more to 
leave this retreat, where I am de- 
‘stined to end my days ? Willit not 
aggravate my woes, rather than 
essen them? Rather let me re- 
main and obey my parents, what- 
ever may be the severity of their 











commands, let me instantly yield 


| myself up to my fate "—* Those 


tears which you now shed, my 
dear daughter,” interrupted Ma- 
dime de Royan, “ I cannot blame ; 


| but let the expression of your 


grief end here: these very tears 
ae powerf.! arguments to prevent 
me from allowing you to act with 
rashness. I will not be an abettor 
to the severity with which you are ~ 


treated, and you must with pa- 


tience wait, and do nothing with 
precipitancy, and who knows but 
they may relent and call you to 
their arms. Whatever may be 
the conduct of our parents to- 
wards us, it must not weaken our 
respect for them ; but yet their 
rights are confined within certain 
bounds. If they cam deprive you 
of the fortune to which by birth 
you are entitled, they have noright 
imperious.y to exact the sacrifice 
of your liberty ; and if without 
their assistance, your friends, or 
some fortunate cccurrence should 
call you to a happier fate, why 
should you not take advantage of 
it, if you obey them in every other 
article ? Who can answer for the 
events of futurity ? I then declare 
to you, my beloved young friend, 
that my experience, united with 
my attachment, imposes on me @ 
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law, not to permit you to take ihe 
veii before you shali have attained 
the age when you may dispose of 
yourself; before you have well 
consulted your own inclinations ; 
to know which, you must see a 
little more of that world which you 
are nuw so ready to renounce. 
Till this period arrives, yield your- 
self up entirely to the care of hea- 
ven, and allow yourself to be guid- 
edby your sincere friends. My sis-’ 
tery bears towards you the affection 
of a mother ; do you not feel her 
kindness ?”—* I do indeed, most 
sensibly : my heart canuot be ac- 
cused of ingratitude.” 


Here the conversation was in- 
terrupted by the entrance of Ma- 
dame St. Ciare. On learning what 
had passed, sne joined her sister i 
coisoling her whom they boty 
ealled their beloved chiid. They 
at length succeeded in drying her 
tears, and nothing now was thought 
of but the intended journey. to 
Fargevilic, where in a few days 
they safeiy arrived. , 


The first weck was spent in re- 
ceiviixe visits from the surround- 
ing gentry, the hurry of which ba- 
nished deep reflexion from the 
mnind of our heroine ; but her un- 
easiness soon returned, and gave 
her countermance a melancholy ex- 
pression, which Madame St. Clare 
the sooner noticed, as she feared 
its cause might prove an obstacle 
to Alphonsine’s union with Count 
de Puymarais. She had already 
informed him of their arrival at 








bargevile, asd doubted not but he. 
| would soon join ihem. ‘he cloud 


of melancho y which shaded her 
young friend’s brow, atid which 
must, some how or other, be cis- 
pevsecl, this lady attributcd to the 
seniuments she had entertained for 
the Chevalier de Fontange. To 


accomplish this, without mention- 


ing the Count, or the affection he 
still entertained for her, Madame 
St. Clare one day toid her, she 
was sorry to observe that her 
heart had not yet recovered the 
impression Ht had received from 
the Chevalier de Foniange. Al- 
piousine deiended herself from 
tic Ciiulge, by recalling to her re- 
mermbrance what she had said re- 
specung lis Marriage wich Made- 
uiviseiie de Fieune ; sie added, 
thut uf it were true that she had 
ever granted her esteem to the 
Chevaiier, his behaviour on that 
occasion, must have completely 
changed her sentiments. You 
would Go more,” repiied she, “ if 
you knew hii better, and my 
trienaship wili not permit you to 
remain Ignorant of the conduci of 
4 man wihese exterior has s0 
much deceived you, but whose 
ieart was never made to suit 
yours. In the fist place,” added 
she, smiling,” * do not afflict your- 
self about his marriage with Ma- 
demoiseile de Fienne,. for it has 
not taken place. Many reports 
have been- circulated respecting 
iis rupture, the diversity of which 
makes it difficult to ascertain the 
right one. It is, however, certaia 


that the Chevalier, after having 
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appeared to love her sincerely, has 
forsaken her at the moment when 
every thing was settled for their 
union, and when it had been so 


universally spoken of, as not to ade, 


mit a doubt of its taking place. 
Sie was much attached to him 3 
she loves him sttll, is severely 
wounded by his conduct, and her 
etief, which she does seek to Con- 
ceal, greatly intérests every one 


in her cause. This transaction, 


which is universally condemned. 
has awakened others of an equilly 
odious nature. He has lately 
fought a duei for a woman, Witha 
man of the name of Figeac, who 
had saved his life at the siege of 
Amiens. He has however been 
punished, for he is danygerousiy 
wounded ; and notwithstanding 
there are fears entertained for his 
life, his father, the Prince of Au- 
male, is so irritated at his conduct, 
that he will not see him. Ail this 
isquite the public theme of con- 
versation, and has recalled his ad- 
venture with Mademoiselle de 
Luxembourg, who is now Duchess 
of Ventadour. When all was set- 
tled for their marriage, the day 
even fixed,and after having given 
his consent, he formally declare: 
that he would not become her hus- 
band. Such facts as these must 
inevitably make him be detested 


by society, and shunned by every. 


worthy heart. He appeared to 
love you ; you would not perhaps 
have disliked him } but how much 
ought you to rejoice at the reflex- 
ion that you have. not been one of 
his victims. I had been more dis- 











criminating than vou, my fair 


| triend, in giving the preference to 


the Count die Poymarais 5 and per- 
haps his affection deserved some 
gratitude from you, asit assisied 


in saving you from the perils to 


which you were exposed.” 


This conversation had the de- 
sired effect. ‘The baseness of the 
Chevualicr’s proceedings, in which 
his conduct towards herself was 
not forgotten, awakened A!pbon- 
sine’s incignation to such a pitch, 


that she fele asvamed that her heart 


siould have given him the prefers 
ence over his rival, or that she 
should ever have felt the smaliest 
partiality for sucly a despicable 
man; and as Madame St. Clare 
was incessantly finding some op- 
portunity of praising the Count, 
s' e began to think more * fuvoura- 
bly of him than she had hitherto 
done. 


Things stood thus when he ar- 
rived at Fargeville. Madame St. 
Clare lost no time to inform him 
of what she had done to further 
his suit, and he was soon convinc- 
ed of the truth of her assertion, by 
the less distent and even favoura- 


ble reception he met from Made-. 
moiselie D’Argennes. He now . 


flattered himself that he had no- 
thing to do but to accellerate the 
progress of her attachment; the 
passion which he had never ceas- 
ed to feel, rendered more ardent 
by her presence, suggested every 


day some new meats of endea- - 
vouring to gain her affections... 
W hat will not those who sincerely. 
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love, invent to please the object oi 
their adoration ? and when a young 
woman is gifted with sensibility, 
it is not in nature that she should 
Jong withstand the pleasure of 
seeing herself beloved, and wit- 
nessing the flattermg attentions 
pid to her charms, the continual 
efforts made to touch her heart, 
and lead her to share the senti- 
ments which she has inspired. 


Our hi roine no longer treated 
the Count with her form e° coki- 
ness, although the sentiment she 
entertained for him could not yet 
called love ; it was a wish of 
thinking him amuiabe, a justice 
which she took pleasure in ren- 
dering him, and a desire of be- 
lieving that the qualities of his 
heart were in unison with those 


which every one must have grant-. 


ed to his exterior. 


Two months passed thus : the 
habit of seeing each other every 
day now became a necessity. Al- 
phonsine never refused the society 
of the Count, and he never lost an 
opportunity of being in her com- 
pany. He however was compeii- 
ed to absent himsell for a wee, to 
visit a friend, who lived about ten 
leagues from Fargeviile ; during 
his absence, something seemed 
wanting to Alphonsine’s happi- 
ness; he returned; she received 
him with pleasure, and wished for 
nothing more. 


Madame St. Clare was a keen 
observer of all that passed: she 


silenuy applauded herseif for the 


z. 





| progress 





which Puymarais daily 
m ade in her young friend’s heart; 
‘and Witnessing the good humour 
with which she listepged to him, 


‘she no longer entertained any 


doubt but that-she should seon see 
all her wishes accomplished, and 


their union xed. 


There was one thing, however, 


which she would wi.iingly have 
had cleared up. ‘Fhe Count, it 
was tiue, was the absolute mas- 
ter of hissctions and fortune, but 
she was 1ot ignorant that more 
than one ‘amily at court had sought 


his .li.rce; she had also heard 
that he Grand Constable of Fiance 


was dcsirous of giving him the 


| hand of tis sister, and was fearful 
|} that on this side she might meet 


with some opposition to her plans. 
She resolved to take an opportuni- 


‘ty of sounding the Count, and be- 


gan by telling him frankly all that 
had been said respecting this af- 
fair. He did not conceal this truth, 

but agreed that if he might judge. 
by the attentions the Constable had 
paid him on various occasions, he 
thought it possible that he might 
have conceived the project of unit- 
ing him with his sister ; but that 
nothing had ever gone any far- 

ther, that he even believed he had 
some time since abandoned the 
idea, which had never amounted 
to more than a supposition, as he 
had never mentioned the subject 
tohim. ‘This frank declaration 
sutisfied Madame. St.-Clare ; shey 
however, determined to make 
some further enquiries before she 
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pressed A:pionsine to accept the 
Count’s hand. 


Soon after this, Madame. St. 
Clare was seiged with a sudden in- 
disposition, on her return from a 
long walk she had been taking to 


visit a wood belonging to her es-. 


tate, which was an object of dis- 
cussion between herself and her 


late husband’s reiations. ‘The jat- 


ter wished it to be sold; she on 
the other hand was desirous that 
it should be kep’, as belonging to 
the Fargeville estate, which she 
enjoyed, and which formed a part 
ofher dowry. The affair had been 


debated before ber on the spot, 


and with an asperity which had 
greatly displeased her, and had 
probably been the cause of the in- 
disposition she experienced. But 
it was only thought to be a slight 
cold, which would be attended with 
no bad consequences, and her si- 
tuztion did not alarm her friends. 
She had however for several days 
temeined nearly in the same state, 
wien after a very agitated night, 
she was seized. with ‘so violent a 
fever, that fears were entertained 
for her life. This excelent wo- 
man was well aware of her own 
danger, and informed those who 
surrounded her of it, before they 
thought it so serious as it realiy 
proved to be. On the evening of 


the fourth day since her attack, the | 


curate of the parish, by her desire, 
waited. on Mademciselle d’Argen- 
nes and the Count, to mform them 
of her situation, and to request 
their presence in her chamber. 


- 








Ovei wheuned with sorrcew, Al- 
phonstie flew to her apartment, 
accompanied by the Count and the 
Curate. 3 


As soon as Madame St. Clare 
beheid them approach her bed 
side, she took the hand of her 
weeping friend, and addressing 
Puymarsis, said, “ My death is 
about to deprive this dear girl of 
the assistance she had to expect 
from my “friendship ; but Ishall 
bequeath to her in you more than 
she will be deprived of in losing 
me, if 1 have formed a right judg- 
ment of your heart. - Heaven will 
not aliow me io beheld you indissc- 
lubly unied, and this is my sever- 
est pang.” 

a 


“'No, my dear madam,” ex- 
claimed the Count, “ we shall not 
lose you ; our prayers, our tears, 
shali recall you to health, and 
Heaven wiil permit you to witness 
the accomplishment of the work 
you have so kindly undertaken.” — 
“Oh! ifI had been allowed to 
behold your happincss even for one 
instant, I should .die content.”— 
* And why, my dear madam,” 
hastily rejoined he, “ can you not 
enjoy it? is it not pessible tor me 
at tiis very moment to plight my 
faith to Maaemoisede «’Argen- 
nes ? Why should our mutual hap- 
piness be deferred? Consent to 


‘this, my beioved Alphonsine,” core 


tinued he, failing at our beroine’s 
feet, “ repay by a little confidence, 
the sincerest esteem and the most 
ardent affection that'ever warmed 
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ic id in the 
hands of her, whom you have of 

ten told me you regarded as @ ps 

rent, that 1 shall deposit my vows. 
After all, what is it I requive, o1 
rather. iraplore ?—that you would 
not consider me as the worst oi 
men: if reasons of policy, if af- 
fairs which I ought not to neglect, 


the Uieast of inan. 


even en your account, obiige me to” 


require that our marriage should 
be kept a secret for a few months. 
Beiieve me, I should have the 
greatest wish of proclaiming it to 
the whole worl, as till I am ena- 
bled to do so my happiness will be 
incouiplete. 


| 7 0 be contin ued. } 








REMARKAPLE TRIAE. 


The Gezette published at Bedford, 
Penusylvania, states that “ the fol- 
lowing is an authentic account of a 
remarkable trial held in Queen Ann’s 
County, state of Maryland—from at- 
tested notes taken in court at the time 
by one of the counsel.” 


{ 
QUEEN ANN’S COUNTY covuRT. 


State of Maryland, ust 

of SFames, Fanny, 

k wert, and Thomas 

H wsris, devise-g of } Action of Debt 

Thomas Harris. bn administra- 

VERSUS tion bond. 

Mar, Harris, admi- 

nistratrix of Fames g 

Harris. 


Tie above suit was an action of 
debt brought on the administration 
-bond of Mary Harris, as adiinis- 
tratrix of James Harris. 





The tacts m the avove cause 
were as follows :— 


There were two brothers, Tho- 
mas and James Harris. ‘Thomas, 
the elder, heid a picce of laud in 
fee as he supposed.—He had the 
four chiduren abovenanied, and for 
whose use sthis action was bro’; 

nose children were iilegitimate. 
(Lomas made his wili, directed 
ais land to be sold, but did not 
tiereby appoint any person to 
make sale ofit. He devise that tie 
proceeds that shouid arise from 

ue Sule Oi his iand, together with 
ul his'other estate, shouid be di- 
vided amony st iis tour abovenam- 
ed illegitimate children, and up- 
-poinied his brother. James Harris, 
cxecutor of his will, who after the 
ccath of ius brother Thomas, caus- 
ed the Saiki wili to be proved, and 
Look out letters testamentory there- 
ons James Harris, executor, re- 
turned an inventory of the personal 
estate of his brotuer, “) homas Har- 
ris, aud made sae of the land 
abovementioned, believing that his 
' said brother had been seized in 
tee, and that he was authorised un- 
ver tne sald will, to make sale 
-inereof, When the purchase mo- 
acy was paid to James Harris, 
und counsei was appiied to draw 
the conveyances, it was then for 
the first time discovered to James 
Harris, that his eider brother, T. 
Hi. was not seized in fee, but in 


be had no right to devise it, nor 
could it descend to his chi.dren, 





because of their illegitimacy, but 











tail, of the land, and that of course’ 
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that he, James Huttis, was We 


heir in tall, and entit ed to tie land 
in his own right, and without any | 


tiie derived under his brother’s | 


“7 . . ' 
will. He then conveyed his right | 


to the purchaser, and claimed ihe 
purchase money to himse.f 


About two years afier, James 
Hariis died intestate ; his wicow, 
Mary Harris, the present cefend- 
ant, administered on his estute : 
this suit was brougi:t on the ad- 
ministration bond, to recover the 
estate of Thomas Hiriis for the 
use of his illegitimate children, to 
whom he had devised ali his es- 
tate. The only point in cispute 
was, whether the proceeds of ihe 
sale of the land in question were 
to be considered as the esiate of 
Thomas Harris. Before the trial 
of the cause, this case had made 
much noise, it having been said 
that the ghost of Thomas Harris 
had in the life time of his brother, 
James Harris, frequently appeared 
toa man by the name of Briggs, 
and the reason why the ghost of 
the elder brother had appeared, 
was to compel James Harris, his 
younger brother, to return the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the land to the 
orphan’s court : to make himself 
responsibie for it, as a part of the 
estate of Thomas Harris. The 
fact was, that such was the com- 
munication of Briggs to James 
Harris, relative :o his brother’s 
ghost having appeared to him, that 
_he, James Harris, did gu to the or- 
phan’s court, retui.,) himseif 
debtor to the estate of his brother, 














io the ai ount oF} 
ney of the iand. 
alter taken sick, and cied. 


te purchase mio. 
Jamies was soon 


Before the yery was sworn If 
the cuse, it Was agreed by the 
counsel ch both sides, that not! ing 
coud be covered In the aetion 
except the baicnce of the personal 
est.te, because Le iand was entail- 
ed = Secondiy—Beceuse it had 
been u fee sinip'e estate, ho per- 
son was appcinted by the wii to 
nuke sale of the land. The tes- 
tator had direcied ii to be scid,’and 
no doubt believed that his executor 
would be authorised to make sale’ 
of it. This understanding of the 
counsel was known only'to them- 
seives: they were anxious, and 
the public were anxious to hear 
the extraorcinary reports that 
were circulated cut of doors, as to 
the appearance of the ghost of 
‘Thomas Harris to Briggs, related 
and sworn to in a court of justice. 
Briggs was known to be a man of 
character, of firm, undaunted spi- 


rit; had been a soldier in the re- 


volutionary, war, and perfectly dis- 
interested between, and uncon- 
nected with the parties. The 
cause was triedin 1798, or 1799. 


Afier the nature of the action, 
the ground of controversy had been 
stated with great solemnity by the 
counsel en both sides, and the ve- 
ry extraordinary reporis that ‘had 
been in circulation, relative to the 
appearance of the ghos: of Tho- 
mas Harris. W iliiem Briggs, the 
witness, was produced and sworn, 


| and his relation was as [oilows =~ 
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Wiliam Briggs said ie was for- 
ty-three years of age ; that Tho- 
mus Harris dicd in September, in 
the year 1790. In the march fol- 
lowing, he was riding near the 
place where ‘Thomas Harris was 
buried, on a horse which formerly 
had belonged to the deceased ;— 
after crossing a small brancii, his 


ho se begun to walk on very fast ;- 


it was between the hours of eight 
and nine o’lock in the morning ; 
he was ulone ; it was a clear duy ; 
he entered a lane adjoining to the 
field where Harris was buried ; 
his horse suddenly whee-ed in a 
pannel of the fence, looked ovei 
the fence into the field where Tho- 


mas Harris was buried, towards. 


the grave yard, and neighed very 
loud ; witness then saw Thoma: 
Hariis coming towards him in the 
same apparel as he had last seen 
hiin in his life time ; he had ona 
sky-blue coat ; just before he came 
to the fence, he veered to the right 
and vanished ; his horse immedi- 
ately took the road. Thomus Har- 
ris Came within two pannels of the 
fence to him—he did not see his 
features, nor speak to him. He 
was acquainted with Thomas Har- 
ris when a boy, and there had al- 
ways been a great intimacy be- 
tweenthem. He thinks the horse 
knew Harris, because of his neigh- 
ing, pricking up his ears, and look- 
ing over the fence. 


About the first of June follow- 
ing, he was pioughing in his own 
field, about th:ee miies from whe:e 
Thomas Harris was !uvied ; about 


oe~teeee 


ne 


dusk, said Harris came along side 
of him, avd walked with him about 
two hundred yards ; he was dress- 
ed as when first seen ; he made a 
halt about two steps from hin ; 
John Paitey, who was ploughing 
with him, came driving up, and he 
ost sight of the ghost—he was 
much alarmed; not a word was 
spoken ; the young man, Bailey, 
did not see him—he did not tell 
Bailey of it ; there was no motion 
of any particular part ; he vanish- 
ed ; it preyed upon his mind so | 
48 to affect his health. He was | 
with Thomas Harris when he di- 
ed. but had no particular conver- 
sation with him. 


Sometime after, he was laying 
in bed, about eleven or twelve 
o'clock at night, he heard Thomas 
Hurris groan; it was like the 
groan he gave afew minutes be- 
fore he expired; Mrs. Briggs, 
his wife, heard the groan—she got 
up and searched the house ; he 
did not, because he kauew the 
yroan to be from Thomas Harris. 
Some ume after, when in bed, and 
a great fire light in the room, he 
saw a shadow on the wall, at the 
same time he felt a great weight 
upon him. Sometime after, when 
in bed and asieep, he felt a stroke 
between his eyes, which blacken- 
ed them both ; his wife was in 
bed with him, and two young men 
were in the room ; the blow awak- 
ened him, and all in the room 
were asleep ; is certain no per: 
son in the room’ struck him—the 








blow swelled his nose. About the 
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middie of August he was « 
coming from Dicky Collins's after 
dark, about one hour in the night, 
Thomas Harris appeared, d: essed 
as he had seen him whiten he was 
going down the meeting-house 
branch, three mi‘es and a haf from 
the grave yard of the decezsed. It 
was star-light; he extenced his 
arms over his shoulders ; does not 
he remained in 
this situation; he was much a- 
Jarmed. Thomas Harris disappear- 
ed ; nothing was said ; he felt no 
weight on his shoulders ; he went 
back to colonel Linsi, and got a 
young man to go home with him ; 
after he got home he mentioned 
it to the young man ; he before 
this time told James Harris that 
he had seen his brother’s ghost. 


In October, about twilight in the 
morning, he saw Thomes Harris |! 
about one hundred yards from the |! 
house of the witness; his head 
was leanton one side; same ap- 
parel as before ; his face was to- 
wards him,; he walked fast, and 
disappeured ; there was nothing 
between them to obstruct the 
view ; he was about filty yards 
from him, an‘ Jone; ho had no 


conception why Thomas Harris | 
On the same | 


appeared to him. 
day, about 8 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, he was handing up biades to 
*John Bailey, who was stacking 
“them; he saw ‘Thomas Harris 
coming along the yaid_n fence, 
dressed as before; he vanisied, 
and always to the exst ; wus with- 
in fifteen feet of him} Buiiey did 





ione, | 


es = eee 


not see him. About one hour and 
a half afierwards, in the same 
place, he again appeared, coming 


_as before ; came up to the fence, 
leaned upon it within ten feet of 


the witness, who called to Bziley 


to look there, (pointing towards 
| Harris) Bailey asked what was 
: there ; don’t you see Harris !— 
' Does not recollect what Baiiey 


suld: witness advanced towards 
‘Thomas Harris ; one or the other 
spoke as witness got over the fence, 


on the same pannel that. Harris 


was leaning on. They waiked off 
toyether about five hundred yarcis, 
a corversation took place as they 
walked on ; hie iias not the con- 
versation on his memory; he 
could not understand him, his 
voice was so low ; he asked him 
| a question, and he forbid him ; wit- 
_hess then asked, why not go to 
your brother, instead of me ? He 
then suid, ask me no questicus ; 
witness told him his will was 
| doubted: he told him to ask dis 


| the conversation which passed be- 
| tween them on the east side of the 
| wheat stacks, the day he was tak- 
en with his death; that he then 
declared~ that he wished all his 
property should be kept together 
by James Harris until his children 
arrived at age. then the whole 


should be soid and divided among 


the children, and should not ‘be 
immediately sold, as expressed: in 


perty would be most wanting to his 
‘children when minors, therefore 





‘he had changed his will, and said 


| brother if he did not remember 


his will : that he thought the pro- 
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that witness should sce him again ; 
he then told witness to turn, and 
disappeared; he did not speak 
with the same voice as in his life 
time ; sometimes could nat un- 
derstand him ; he was not daunted 
while with him, but much so af- 
terwards. Witness then went to 
James Harris, and told him he had 
seen his brother three times that 
day, and reiated the conversation 
he had with him ; asked James 
Hla:ris if he remembered the con- 
ve’ sation between him and _ his 
brother at the wheat stacks; he 
said he did, and told him what had 
passed; said he would fulfil his 
brother’s will ; he was satisfied 
that witness had seen his brother. 
for that no other person knew that 
conversation. On the same even- 
ing, returning home about an hour 


before sun sect, Thomas Harris ap- 


peared to him, came along side of 
him; witness told him that his 
brother said he would fulfil his 


will; no more conversation on 


this subject ; he was always dress- | 


ed inthe same manner; he hds 
never related to any person the 
last conversation, and never would. 


Bailey, who was sworn in the 
cause, declared that as he and 
Briggs were stacking blades, as 
related by Briggs, he called to wit- 
ness, and said, look there—do you 
not see Thoinas Harris—witness 
said no—Briggs got over the 
fence, and walked some distance : 
appeared by his actions to be in 
deep conversation with some per- 
son: withess saw ho person, 
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The counsel were extremely 
anxious to hear from Mr. Briggs 
the whole of the conversation of 
the Ghost, and on his cross-exa- 
mination, took every means, with- 
out efiect, to obtain it; they re- 
presented to him, that asa religi- 
ous man, he was bound to disc:ose 
the whole truth, and nothing but 


| the truth ; he appeared extreme- 


ly agitated when applied to, de- 


_ Clared nothing short of loss of life 
' should make him reveal the whole 
| Conversation, and claimed the pro- 


tection of the court, that he had 
disclosed ali he knew relative to 
the case. 


The court over-ruled the qnes- 


_ tion of the counsel. 


Hon. Robert Tilghman, Judge. 


Hon. Robert Wright, late go- 
vernor of Maryland, and the Hon. 
Joseph H. Nicholson, were the 
counsel for the plainuff. 


Hon. Richard T. Earle, and 


' John Scott, Esq. were the counsel 


for the defendant. 








VARIETY. 


- —_—_—_—— 


ANECDOTE OF HOGARTH; 
The celebrated Painter. 


A Few months before this inge- 
nious artist was seized with the 
malady which deprived society of 
one of its most distinguished or- 
naments, he proposed to his match- 
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Jess pench the work he entitle A | 
TAIL PrEcE; the first idea of | 
wich is said to have been start- | 
ed in company, while -he convivial | 
gi.ss was circulatin.s round is t.- | 
ble. “ My next un: ertaking,” | 
said Hoyarti. “ shall be Zhe End | 
of All things.” If that be the case, | 
repiied one of his friends, your due | 
siness will be finished, for there 
wil! be an end of the Painier. 
There will so, answere;d) Hoyarth, 
si hing heavily. aud thereiore the 
sooncr my work is done, the bet- 
ter. Accordingly, he began the 
next day, and continued his design 
witha diligence that seemed to 
indicate an apprehension (as the 
report goes) he shouid not live till 
he had completed it. This, how- 
ever, he did, in the most ingeni- 
ous manner, by grouping every 
thing which couid denote the end 
of ull things—a broken bottle—an 
oid broom worn to the stump—tie 
but end of an old musket—a crack- 
ec beli—a bow unsirung—a crown 


tumbled in pieces—towers in ru- 
ins—the sign fost of a tavern, cail- | 


out against nature. So far, so good, 
cried Hogarth ; nothing remains 
but this—and dashing off the si- 
militude of a fainier’s palette bro- 
ken, “Finis! (exclaimed Ho- 
garth) che deed is done, all is over.’ 
It is a very remarkable fact, and 
little known, perhaps, that he died 
in about a month after finishing 
this tail piece ; and it is well known 
that he never again took the pa- 
lette in hand, to the infinite loss of 
society. 





A country fellow returning from 
market and sweaing the ‘times 
were so dull he could sell nothing ; 
was asked by farmer what he had 
taken to market, “ Squashes I 
vow,” repiied the feiiow. “ I 
think they must be dull,’ says the 
farmer, “ for I perceive you bring 
one back with you.” 





A gentleman relating his ad- 
ventures, said, he once was upon 
the highest mountzain that he be- 





ed the World’s End, tumhing— 
the moon in her wane—the map 


failing, the body gone, and the 
chains which -held it, dropping 
down—Phoebus and his horses 
dead in the clouds—a vessel wreck- 
ed— Time, with his hour glass and 
Scyiue broken—a tobacco pipe in 
his mouth, the last whiff of smoke 
goiug out—a play-book opened, 
With EXEUNT OMNES stamped in 
the corner—ap cmpty purse— 


2 : ‘| (said he) it was so high, that fail- 
of the globe burning—a_ gibbet | 


lieved was in the worid. “ Indeed, 


| ing asleep, the moon going her , 
|| journey, came so close by me, that 
| she took my hat off my head.” 
|“ Pray how did you do for your 
| hat?” asked a person ‘that was 
| standing by. ‘ Do,’ says he, 
“why I waited with patience till 
the next night, and then she very 
civilly put it on my head again!” 





An honest biuii country farmer 





and a statue of bankruptcy taken 





meeting the parson of the parish 
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iis a by lane, aud not giving him | 


the way so readily asjhe expected, 
the parson with an erected crest, 
toid him he was better fed than 
taugit. + Very true, indeedsir,’ re- 
pitied the farmer, “ for you teach 
me, und | seed myself.” 


EmMprron SiGisMOND. 


This prince having gran‘ed the 
title of nobieman to a learned 
doctor, he observed the man at 
court taking his place among the 
nobles, and not, as formerly, 
among the professors. “ What a 
simpleton he is !” observed the 
emperor ; “ I can make a thou- 
sand gentieman every cay of my 
life ; but I cannot make oue learn- 
ed man.” 


Connubial Love. 


When the Emperor, Charles 
Ill. besieged Gulphus, Duke of 
Bavaria, in the city of Hensburg, 
the women, finding that the town 
could not possibly hold out long, 
petitioned the Emperor that they 
might depart out of it with as 
muuch as each of them could car- 
ry.. The Emperor, knowing they 
could not convey away many of 
their effects, granted their peii- 
tion ; when the women, tohis great 
surprise, came out of the place, 
with every one her husband on her 
back. The iLmperor was so mov- 
ed at the siyi:t. that he burst into 
tears, and atter bayiug very much 


* 


- 








extolied the women for their con- 
jugal aifection gave the men to 
their wives, and received the duke 
into javour 


THE DOVE, 


The following extraordinary cir= 
cumstance, respeciing the conduct 
at adove, may be relied on as a 
fact. it toox piace on the first 
Lord’s day in August last, in the 
Baptist meeting house in Pawlet, 
in the State of Vermont, in the 
time of pubiic scivice ; Conse- 
quently, severai hundred people 
were withesses of this singular 
event. 


“ The Rev. Mr. Beat, pastor of 
the Baptist church, was ce lied up- 
on in the intermission to baptize. 
He preached to the peopie that day 
from Psalm xcii. 1. 2. and in il- 
iustrating his subject, he took oc- 
casion to bring iio view the de- 
scent of the Huiy Guosi, in bodily 
shape jike a dove, on the head of 
our giorlous Redeemer, at his 
baptism. Before he hau done with 
his subjeci, a dove fiew into the 
door oi the inecting-house, and lit 
upon the cornice over the pulpit, 
and soon hovered down and lit up- 
on the speaker’s iiead: fiomtkence 
it went down on his shou.der, Af- 
ter sitting there some time, it 
walked acioss the back of his neck 
on to his left shoulder. At iength 
it walked out upon his left arm, 
(thai being at the time extended) 
from which it hovered down, agd 
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which lay © on 
After sit- 


sat t upon the bible, 
the desk before him. 
ting on the bibie for some time, it 
spread its wings, and flew out at 
one of the gallery windows. 


“It was judged, that the time 
that this innecent bird stayed upon 
and about the preaciver, 
an hour. 


was half: 
It did not appear to- 


break, but rather to help, his ideas | 


in preaching. It hada most so- 
lemnizing effect on his mind, and 


‘also, as was thought, on the whole |; 


assembly. It has occasioned (says 


the writer from which this extract | 


is taken) much talk in this vicini- 
ty. But the end which the Al- 
mighty had in this providential 
occurrence, is yet a profound se- 
cret.” 


We have thus simply narrated 
the above facts, and leave the read- 
er to make his own comments up- 
‘on it. 

If you ask me, said Lavater, 
which is. the real hereditary sin of 
human nature, do you imagine I 
shall answer Pride, or Luxury, or 
Ambition, or Egotism ? No, I shull 
say INDOLENCE ; he who conquers 
Indolence, wil tb as all the 
rest. 





———— ee , 


A Petersburgh article, copied 
into the Journal du Soir, narrates 
an event which strik:s the soul 
with, horror, and bids bumanity 
weep: three persons who had been 
exiled into Siberia, for supposed or 


actual crimes, went ene day a) 











kiopeing aud lost their way, inso- 
much that they could not discev- 
erany Waces of human dweiling, 
Famine, that unrelenting and cruel 
sconrge ofanimaied nature, impell- 
ed the three, a father, his ser, and’ 
a father of a family, to cast i0ts, 
Whose trame should furnish sub- 
sIsic.ice which 
was done —After the first victim 
Was consumed they cast lots a se- 
cond time, aiid the son was the oniy 
survivor. He was accidentally 
found by some hunters, to whom he 
related the horrid detail. The gov- 
ernment of Siberia sent him to Pe- 
tersburgh to give an account of this 
singularly distressing narrative. 


to the survivor, 


Ledyard, the celebrated travel 
ler who was a citizen of Connecti- 
cut, was sent by capt. Cook to 
explore a river on the coast of 
Kamschatka. He embarked in a 


, canoe, with only three companions. 


These were the bible, Ovid’s Met- 


amorphoses, and a bottle of brandy, 


4 


Count’ Rumford has recently 
married the widow of M. Vercesy, 
in Paris ; by which nuptial experi- 


ment he obtained a fortune of 


8000/. per-annum.—TIfis is evi- 
dently the most effective of all the 
Rumfordizing projects for keeping 


a house warm. 


The late Lord Chesterfield hap- 
pened tebe at arout im France, 
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where Vohuire wes oic of the 


gucs's. Chesterhicts seemed gaz- 
ing about the |riiliant circie of the 
ladies : Voltaire occosted him 
“My lord, I Know you are a judge, 
which wre more beautifui, the En- 
glish or French ladics ?’—* Upet 
my word,” replied his loraship 
with his usual presence of mina, 
“TI smno connoisseur of paintings ” 
Some time ofier this, Voltuire 
being in London, happened to be 
at a Nobleman’s rout with lord 
Ciesterfield ; a lady in company 
p'<<istously painted, directed he: 


whele discourse to Voltaire, and. 


entirely engrossed hisconvers.tion ; 
Chesterfield carve up, tapped him 
on the shouider saying, * Sir, take 
care you are hot captivated.”— 
“ My iord,’ replied the wit,* IL scorn 
to be taken by and English bottom 
under French colvurs.” 


Singular Advertisement. 


Ranaway last night m wife. Bridge: 
M’Coole—She is a tight neat body and 
hus lost oneleg. She was seen riding 
behind the Priest ofthe Parish As we 
never was married, I shall pay no debt 
she doesn"t contract. She lisps with 
one tooth, and. is always talking about 
fries. Any person who has been kind 
enough to harbour her since her elope- 
ment, will confer a favour upon the sub- 
scriber, by returning her, as she is of no 
use to any one else—no questions ask. 


ed. 
PHELIM MCOOLE. 


His * ma é. 
An advertisement lately appeared, 
setting forth the conyeniences and ad- 








vintages to bo derived fiom metad wins 
dow sashes.— Among other paruculars, 
he obsérsved, that these sashes would 
last for ever, and afterwards. If the 
owner had no use fur diem, they might 
be suid fo. old iron ! 


rr © aaa 


To Correspond: nis. 


The valuable essay of * O. W.” is 
unavoidably omitted this week. Tt shall 
receive due attention next. : 


“ ‘Phe Nest,” by Cy mbeline, is inad- 
missible, 








MARRIED, 


At Runtington, L. I. by the rev. 
Mr. Schenck, George W, Sirongy 
Esq. of this city, to Miss Angelina 
Lloyd, daughter of the late John 
Lioyd, Esg. of Lisyd’s Neck. 


On the 15thinst. at Trenton, by 
the rev. Mr, Armstrong, Mr. John 
Glarer, of Hamburg, 10 Miss }eu- 
lah Howell, daughter of the late Go- 
vernor Howvll, of N. Jersey. 


At Staunton, ( Virg.) on the 28th 
of June, by the rev. Mr, King, Mr. 
James Stevenson, alias Staunton, 
aged 100 vears, to hlizabeth Cums 
mins, aged 68. What makes it more 
remarkable, is, that two of the oldest 
bach-lors in the county assisted in 
making the match. 


DIED, — 4 
On Sunday evening, after a fain- 


Sul illness, Mr. Stefthen Austin, of 
‘his city, late Of the city of Philadel- 
jhia, merchant. °° 














i. 
TEs 
WF ge 4 


WEEKLY MISCELLANY. 207 








A OO 


 —— 





THE HERO. 


ALL hail to the Hero whom victory 
leads 

Triumphant from fields of renown ! 

From nations left barren, from shores 
drench'd in blood, 

And the sacking of many a fair town. 


His gore-dripping sword shall hang 
high in the hall, 

Rever’d for the havoc it spread ! 

For the deaths it has dealt, jfor the ter- 
rots it struck ! | 

And the torrents of blood it has shed ! 


His banners in haughty procession shall 
ride , 

On Jehovah’s proud altars unfurl’d ; 
While anthems and priests waft to hea- 
ven his praise, . 

For the slaughter and wreck of the 
world ! 


Tho’ widows and orphans together shill 
crowd, 

To gaze at high heaven’s dread rod ; 

And mutter their curses, and mingle 
their tears, 

Invoking the vengeance of God ! 


Tho’ while bloated revelry roars at his 
board, 
Where surfeiting hecatombs fume; 


ee ee 
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Brasil, and famine shall howl, and 
old earth 
Her skeleton hordes shall intomb. 


' 


| All ghastly and mangled from fields 
where they fell, 

With horrible groanngs and cries, 

W hat tho’? when he slumbers, oa teens 
from their gra: es 

in dread visitation shall rise— 


Yet he among heroes exalféd shall sit, 

And slaves to his splendor shall bend, 

And Senaies shall echo his virtues, and 
king's 

Shall own him their saviour and friend. 


Then hail tothe Hero whom victory 
leads, 
Triumphant from fields of renown ! 
From nations left barren, from plains 
drencli’d in blood, 
And the sacking of many a fair town. 
B. K. 


ED <)> 


For the Lady’s Miscellany. 





SO erst in Paradise, Creation’s lord, 

As the first leaves of holy writ record, 

From Apam’s rib, who press’d the 
flow ry grove, 

And dreamt delighted of untasted Love, 

To cheer and charm his solitary mind, 

Form’d a new sex, the MorHER of 
mankind ! 

Buoy’d on Lght step the Beauty 
seem’d to swim, 

And strech’d alternate ev'ry pliant 
imi : 

Jeas’d, on ,Euphrates’ yelvet margin 

stood, 

And view’d her playful image in the 
flood. 


| Own'd the fine flame of love, as life 


hegan, 








And smiI'd enchantment op adcring 


Man ! ye %y 
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Down her white neck, and o’er her bo- 
som roll d, 

Flow’d in sweet negligence, her locks of 
gold! 

Round her fine form, the dim transpa-— 
rence play’d, 

Ard shar’d the beauties that ‘it seem‘d 
to shade ! 

Enemour’d A pam gaz‘d, with fond sur- 
prize, 

And diank delicious passion from her 
eves ! 

Fel: the new thrill of young desire, and 
press’d 

The graceful virgin to his glowing 
breast! 

The Conscious fair betrays her soft 
vlurms, 

Sinks. with warm blush, into his fold. 
ing arms ; 

Yiclds to his fond caress with wanton 
play, 

And sweet, reluctant, amourous delay ! 

CUPIDO. 


a 


EP 3° 


From Godwin's Passaic Album. 





LINES ADDRESSED TO THE ROCKS 


ABOVE THY FALLS. 


WHY rocks impede the passage mild, 
Of sweet Passaic’s lucid breast ; 

Or why its chiystal face deform, 

And turn it into foam and mist ? 


Why turn its calm to rage and noise, 

And make it pass indignant by ; 

And with accumulated force, 

Down the dread chasm in thunders 
fiy? 


Then rising up again in vapours rude, 
Make rainbows smiling at the bellowing 
flood. 





J.D———k, 
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Wallis, the Grammarian has thus rung 
the changes upon the copiousness of an 
Euglish word. 


When the twister a twisting will wwist 
him a twist, 

For the twisting his twist he three times | 
doth intwist ; 

But if one of the twines of the twist do = 

| untwist, 

| The twine that. untwisteth, untwisteth 

| the twist. . 





Untwisting the twine that uatwisteth 
between, : 

, He twirls with his twister the two in a 
| twine ; 
, Then twice having twisted the twines of . 
| the twine, 
He twisieth the twine he hath twined in 

twain. 4 
| The twain that in twining before in the 
twine, 
As twines were intwisted, he now doth 

untwine 
| Twixt the twain intertwisting a twine 

more between, 
He, twirling his twister, makes a twist 


of the twine. 
a oo 
EPITAPH. 
Here lies one More, and no more than 
he, 
One more, and no more? how can that 
be? 
Why one more and no more m:y well 
__ lie here alone, 
But here lies one more, and that’s more 
than one. 
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